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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"2\">Greece. He becomes specially the God of the Vine,<BR>Originally a god of the common folk, despised and un- <BR>authorised, he is eventually so strong as to be adopted<BR>into the Olympian hierarchy as the \"youngest\" of<BR>the Gods, son of Zeus. His \"Olympian\" name, so<BR>to speak. Is Dionysus, but in his worship he is ad- <BR>dressed by numbers of names, more or less mystic<BR>and secret—Brornios, Bacchios or Baccheus, Lurches,<BR>Eleuthereus, Zagreus, Sabazios, &c. Some of these<BR>may be the names of old spirits whom he has dis- <BR>placed ; some are his own Thracian names. Bromos<BR>and Sabaja, for instance, seem to have been Thracian<BR>names for two kinds of intoxicating drink. Bacchos<BR>means a \" wand.\" Together with his many names,<BR>he has many shapes, especially appearing as a Bull and<BR>a Serpent.</FONT><BR>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"2\">(/;) This religion, very primitive and barbarous,<BR>but possessing a strong hold over the emotions of<BR>the common people, was seized upon and transfigured<BR>by the great wave of religious reform, known under<BR>the name of Orphism, which swept over Greece and<BR>South Italy in the sixth century B.C., and influenced<BR>the teachings of such philosophers as Pythagoras,<BR>Aristeas, Empedocles, and the many writers on puri- <BR>fication and the world after death. Orphism may<BR>very possibly represent an ancient Cretan religion in<BR>clash or fusion with one from Thrace. At any rate, it<BR>was grafted straight upon the Dionysus-worship, and,<BR>without rationalising, spiritualised and reformed it*<BR>Ascetic, mystical, ritualistic, and emotional, Orphism<BR>easily excited both enthusiasm and ridicule. It lent<BR>itself both to inspired saintliness and to imposture. In<BR>doctrine it laid especial stress <I>upon </I>sin, and the</FONT><BR>\
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